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writers the Vedic ideal and technique of the literary art is
that they are possessed of abiding value for all ages and
climes.    Besides, the Veda is possessed of a unique interest
on several grounds.    Firstly, it is the earliest book of India.
Secondly, it is also the earliest book of mankind.    Thirdly,
though it is the earliest work, it is a work which does not
contain primitive and crude ideas but some of the highest
knowledge ever conceived by the human mind.   Dr. L. D,
Barnett first suggested the paradox that one has to see in the
Rig Veda not merely the early streaks of light, the dawn of
culture, but also the meridian and zenith of that culture.
Taking Art to be long and Life short, the Rig TW*i has
sought to compress and condense within the smallest con-
ceivable compass the highest spiritual and saving knowledge.
It has thrown out in its hymns seeds of thought which have
grown into any number of Philosophical Systems and Relig-
ious Sects which mark out Hinduism.    The meaning of the
Veda has been elaborated through systems and commentaries,
appearing through the entire course of the history of Indian
thought.   The first of these commentaries is the Upanishads
which offer solution of some of the most difficult philosophical
problems which, according to Deussen, " baffle human intel-
ligence to this day. " Even the language of the Rig Veda is not
a language that is growing, but a language that is full grown,
like " Minerva born in panoply.1*    Its entire grammatical
mechanism is perfected; every tense, mood, every number
and person of verb, is fixed, and all the terminations of the
cases are firmly established, pointing to the later and more
advanced inflectional stage in the life history of a language.
As Bunsen has correctly commented, " Even these earliest
specimens of Vedic poetry belong to the modern history of
the human race."    As regards the supremacy of the Rig
Veda in thought, it is too large a theme to be treated here.
Even its most popular prayer, the Gtyatri Man tram, touches
the height of human speculation in conceiving of God as the
Supreme thinking principle, the Universal Mind breathing
life into the individual Mind which cannot miss its majestic
reality, while it defines Religion as consisting simply in
living in God, to be constantly seen (Tadvishnoh Paramam
Padam Sada Pashyanii Surayah).   Even one of the Deities